
 
 

Four stages of library opening set to begin 
 

 The questions I get the most these days are how soon can we get library books again? 
When can we play Mah Jongg at the library? Will there be any summer reading? When will 
things be “back to normal”? Although we don’t have answers to all those questions, we now 
have a process to follow. Director Pamela Williams tells us, “Every library is writing its own 
plans that are best for each community.” Pam did the research and wrote the policy which, 
after discussion, was approved by the Board of Trustees. This week, we are in Stage 1. 
 Stage 1 is Preparing the Building, which has been closed to both the public and staff for 
around three months now. Although the library is still closed to the public, staff are now in the 
building preparing both the facility and materials for public use again. Staff are engaged in 
cleaning, organizing, cataloging, and enhancing our book collection. Virtual programming is still 
in effect.  
 We can all bring our books and any library materials back now, but only by depositing 
them in the outside drop box areas. All items returned will be quarantined according to CDC 
recommendations, then checked in, wiped down, and finally re-shelved, so the turnaround will 
take a few days. 
 Stage 2 is Providing Materials. Some library services will be available by appointment. 
The library itself will have limited hours to be determined. Patrons can order materials by 
placing holds on-line or phoning. Books will be placed in a bag, and patrons can pick up orders 
in the lobby when notified.  
 Some areas of the library will remain closed. Patrons can likely make appointments for 
computer use. Social distancing will apply to everything. 
 Stage 3 will see Building Capacity Increased. Things will look different. Certain items will 
remain unavailable during this phase and furniture will facilitate safe distancing. Of course, 
cleaning and sanitizing will remain a priority. 
 Stage 4 is Building at Full Capacity. That is pretty much what it sounds like. The vision 
you have in your mind about how the library looks will be closer to the reality as well as the 
return of full programming. 
 There is a quick reference graphic that hits the highlights of these stages that we can 
see on our website and Facebook page as well as in the library newsletter that will be in your 



mailbox any day now. Red on the left indicates the most restrictive phase changing to green on 
the right for return to full operations.  
 Pam reminds everyone, “There are no timelines on any of these phases as they are 
dependent on what is happening at any given time with the health of the community, various 
Executive Orders, and the guidelines of the Saginaw County Health Department. Phases may 
not always go in order, and we might have to back track at times.”  
 What’s more, Pam and the trustees may have to adjust this plan depending on 
emergent needs. 
 The great news is everyone will have access to library materials again including new 
ones very shortly.  And you can still get a library card and password over the phone if you need 
them! 
 Additional great news is there indeed will be Summer Reading for all ages. Take a look 
at the Library’s Summer Reading Facebook page. We can access it from the regular library FB 
page. In fact, all things having to do with Summer Reading as well as the latest on dates and the 
status of library services are kept current on both the library’s website as well as Facebook 
page. When you receive your newsletter in the mail, there are Summer Reading Bingo Cards 
you can cut out. 
 We are approaching that exciting moment when we can again see you at the Library! 
 
 
 
 


