
 
 

What your friends and neighbors have been reading 
 

 The Books for Lunch Bunch met last week – on Zoom of course. Normally, we don’t 
meet in July, but since we were meeting virtually, we decided to go ahead since we didn’t need 
the library’s physical space. Perhaps when things get normal someday, we will still want to 
Zoom Books for Lunch in July. Maybe it’s a silver lining to re-think possibilities of physical and 
virtual space. 
 Here are some books recommended by those of us who met. It is a sampling of books 
discussed (after we all discussed getting haircuts). I’ve only chosen books that haven’t been 
mentioned before in this column. 
 The typical sorts of books were being cited until we got to Tammy, an elementary school 
teacher. I was so completely taken with her choice of A Velocity of Being:  Letters to a Young 
Reader, a children’s book aimed at Tweens, by Maria Popova and Claudia Bedrick, editors. The 
National Book Review gives this description:  “The list of contributors reads like a Who’s Who of 
contemporary culture — David Byrne and Yo-Yo Ma, Jane Goodall, Ursula K. Le Guin, Richard 
Branson, Anne Lamott — with 121 letters in all. Ditto for the many illustrators,” each spread 
being beautifully illustrated. Although the library doesn’t yet have a copy, we are working on 
that and will let you know when it’s in. 
 Deb read The Magicians by Lev Grossman, a book in the fantasy trilogy. It got high 
praise from Cory Doctorow (and many others): “The Magicians may just be the most 
subversive, gripping and enchanting fantasy novel I’ve read this century.” It is for those who 
loved Narnia and Harry Potter. We might have to wait for Overdrive to be back in business, but 
it will be available and is part of a series. 
 However, the library does own a book published in March that Susan read, The Red 
Lotus by Chris Bojalian. Susan specializes in creepy reading, and this book is listed as a thriller. 
One descriptive tease says, “The Red Lotus is a global thriller about those who dedicate their 
lives to saving people, and those who peddle death to the highest bidder.” Although set in 
Vietnam, the story is contemporary about the disappearance of a man on a bike tour and his 
girlfriend, an emergency room doctor, left to solve the puzzle. “An elegant noose of a plot” is 
one critical description making it pretty irresistible to try for thriller fans. 
 Sue read a Carl Hiaasen book (of Sick Puppy fame and many south Florida books loaded 
with quirky characters), Trap Line. This is the second book in The Black Lizard Trilogy written 



with Bill Montalbano. The first and third are Powder Burn and A Death in China. In Trap Line, a 
fishing captain is targeted by a drug cartel that cut 300 of his trap lines, driving him into using 
his boat for smuggling. When he runs afoul of the law, he becomes a sea vigilante and the going 
gets interesting. These books are available in audio from our RB Digital service – see our 
homepage for the link if you haven’t used this service before. (It is such a great service!) 
 We always discuss far more than there is room for at Books for Lunch. Consider joining 
us sometime. We will be Zooming again in August. Just e-mail me for the Zoom invitation – 
rozatlibrary@gmail.com. 
 Meantime, don’t forget this Saturday, July 25, from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. is our author event 
and book signing. The local Trinklein brothers will talk about the book An Age of Brotherhood 
about growing up in Frankenmuth, at St. Lorenz Churchgrove Park. Bring your own chair and 
join us outside.  
 Watch Facebook and our website and blog to keep up on our latest services. We are, as 
always, here for you! 
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