
 
 

What are your neighbors reading? Top ten novels checked out in 2019 
 
 The library is a repository of fun statistics. Although what you are  personally checking 
out is legally protected private information, releasing compiled information is fine and 
interesting.  
 When it comes to fiction, books in series by particular authors are the gold standard in 
frequency of check outs. People are loyal to their favorite authors of course, but also to their 
favorite characters. However, the first and the last book on this list are the exceptions to the 
rule and not part of any series. Here we go.  
 1. Delia Owens’ Where the Crawdads Sing was so popular that, although published in 
2018, it had staying power remaining the most checked out novel in 2019 at our library. The 
story about the South Carolina low country girl abandoned by her family who becomes 
enmeshed in a murder trial was the hands down winner. If you haven’t read it yet, you’re in the 
minority. 
 2. C.J. Box’s publication, Wolf Pack, is number two on the list and the 19th book in the 
Joe Pickett series. If you read the 18th, Joe was without a job at the end, but he has regained his 
job and faces a killing drone and government secrets in this one termed “thrilling.” 
 3. Stuart Woods is back with A Delicate Touch. I was shocked to see that this is the 48th 
(that is not a typo) in the Stone Barrington series. That itself tells us something. That it 
maintains this level of reader loyalty just might make this series worth a look to the rest of us. 
 4.  Next up is Robyn Carr’s The Best of Us, the 4th in a series called Sullivan’s Crossing. 
It’s unusual to find a series that features a place rather than a character, but Sullivan’s Crossing 
sounds like an enchanted place. This series could fall into the cozy reading category, something 
that you might find a nice diversion for winter. We don’t always want to be “thrilled” when we 
read. 
 5.  James Patterson has two books on this top ten list of checkouts. He is a prolific 
author who uses “partner authors” giving readers a lot of variety in style – “variety” if you like 
them, “uneven style” if you don’t. But it appears lots of people love them. His book, The First 
Lady, nailed down 5th on our list.  
 6.  J.A. Jance is back and her book, The A List, rates number six on our list and is 14th of 
the Ali Reynolds series. The NYT categorizes this book as a thriller, and People Magazine rates 
the series as “a devilish page turner.” Sounds like fun. 



 7.  Patterson’s second book on this list is Liar, Liar, Harriet Blue book number three. In 
this one, police officer Harriet Blue appears to have become a very bad rogue officer. Definitely 
a thriller. 
 8. Janet Evanovich is still popular with her Stephanie Plum series, as Look Alive Twenty-
Five snags a place in the top ten. Can we expect to find Ranger, Joe Morelli, Grandma Mazur, 
and someone at the funeral home again? It would be disappointing if we didn’t, and that’s what 
some readers have said. Sometimes series stay popular but also set up high expectations for 
readers who like things not to change. However, Joe and Ranger are still on deck, Lula has a big 
role, but Grandma Mazur must be out of friends for the funeral home. 
 9. Tami Hoag’s The Boy is book two out of three in the Doucet series, a Louisiana 
location apparently popular with murderers. Hoag’s books are a bit darker than most on this list 
and also are thrillers. 
 10. Last on our top ten list is Alex Michaelides’ The Silent Patient which bookends our 
number one on the list as not being part of a series. A woman shoots her husband five times in 
the head and then refuses to say a word to anyone, year after year. A new therapist can’t wait 
to have a chance to communicate with the killer – a fascinating psychological thriller. 
 And there you have it – a good sampling of what your friends and neighbors, and 
perhaps you, have been reading in 2019. Maybe something on this list has captured your 
imagination or given you an idea for a new series to read. If not, don’t worry. Next week is 
What’s New in January week. 
 See you at the Library! 
 
Upcoming Events:  The library will be closed on New Years Eve and New Years Day, but back in 
business in time for Mah Jongg January 2. Story Time will resume January 7 and Adult Movie 
Night will be on Friday, January 10, selection TBA. Have a wonderful holiday. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


