
 
 

Eight reasons for adults to participate in Summer Reading Bingo 
 

 When we think of Summer Reading at the library, we think of children, as well we might. 
The library, always a favorite with kids, is crazy-busy with them having a good time, honing 
those reading skills, and participating in fun activities.  
 But consider stopping by to pick up an Adult Summer Reading Bingo card. Here are eight 
reasons that you ought to participate: 

1) You’re reading anyway. In fact, you wouldn’t be reading this if you weren’t a 
recreational reader. While reading is always an end in itself, Summer Reading will 
award prizes for it.  

2) You want to be seen reading. By that, I mean you want your kids and your grandkids 
and anyone else’s kids to see you reading, because research has shown that seeing 
adults (such as parents and grandparents) reading is the best predictor of whether 
they will also become readers. So, you read, which you want to do anyway, and the 
youth of America get smarter. 

3) Participating in reading Bingo gets you out of any reading rut you might be in. 
While there’s nothing wrong with sticking to what we love, the Bingo card asks us to 
stretch ourselves a bit instead of spending all summer reading a favorite author. As 
an example, I really have a hard time with audio books and far prefer print. But 
Listening to an Audio Book is on the Bingo card, and I have already checked it off. 
Surprisingly, I enjoyed listening to Matriarch, the recent Barbara Bush biography. It 
worked much better for me than fiction on audio. 

4) Reading Bingo is a tiny little ethical challenge since no one’s questioning our 
choices. For example, there’s also a category for a Biography on the card, right on 
the same diagonal line as Audio Book. Do I get to count Matriarch in both categories 
or do I want to be a better person and count it in only one category?  (But 
remember Number One – we are all reading anyway so taking time for another book 
is a treat.) 

5) We can broaden our horizons by choosing a topic we don’t know much (or 
anything) about. This idea comes directly from Sharon, a Books for Lunch Club 
member who does this annually and held us all spellbound one year with all she had 



learned about Sumo wrestling. She is an inspiration. I’m definitely going for that 
square this summer. 

6) We don’t have to read everything on the Bingo card. I’m personally going to skip a 
Book about Politics (unless I count the Barbara Bush book for yet another category), 
but I can skip it because there are 25 squares to choose from. It only takes five to 
complete a path. 

7) We can do things backwards in the Book that was Made into a Movie or TV show 
category, because we know we should have read the book first. I’m thinking I might 
read one of the Castle books that are the basis of the Castle TV show. (My favorite 
part of the show is when Castle rushes in with the police at crime scenes. They have 
on jackets with POLICE in giant letters. He wears one that says WRITER. I have 
always wanted one of those ever since.) 

8) The prizes are especially good this year. Complete just one Bingo path and choose a 
book bag made by our library makers. You will also be entered into a drawing for a 
local business gift card. For every path you complete, you’ll have yet another entry 
for the gift card drawings.  

 Just stop in and ask for a card at the front desk. There are as many reasons to play 
Summer Reading Bingo as there are books in the library. Bingo runs from June 1 to August 24.  
 See you at the Library! 
 
Upcoming Events:  Mon. June 17 Summer Reading Opening Day of Events. Follow us on our 
website, FB, and Instagram. 
 
 
 


