
 
 

Some of the best series by genre 
 

 As promised, we are going to think about book series that you can start if you haven’t 
read them. We aren’t highlighting new releases since the library isn’t ordering books right now. 
And you can, remember, find many of these in audiobooks now through R.B. Digital that are 
only a year old. 
 A worthwhile idea is to pick a new genre than you normally read. I did that accidentally 
a few years back and ended up with a new favorite genre. I had always avoided spy novels 
because it seemed hard to find a good guy and the plots are labyrinthine. I had finished up 
whatever I was reading and LeCarre’s book Absolute Friends was on the table beside me. My 
husband is a fan. I picked it up with no intention of actually reading it and couldn’t put it down. 
The best part of LeCarre is what I always thought was the worst part – it is impossible to really 
sort out who are the good guys and who aren’t, and the plots are labyrinthine. The spy world is 
a slippery slope at best, and spies are fairly independent operators in a confusing world.  
 I highly recommend LeCarre’s entire Smiley’s People series. If the contemporaneous 
James Bond books gave us a spy who can be found shooting his French cuffs at the craps tables 
on Macao with fawning women on each arm, LeCarre gives us George Smiley, a scruffy little guy 
who, with luck, no one pays attention to, including his philandering wife. He is a spy 
extraordinaire, the invisible man. Start with the 1961 book, Call for the Dead, and keep reading 
through to the 2017 Legacy of Spies, nine books in all. Although Smiley is gone, LeCarre isn’t. I 
still await his new books eagerly. An experienced spy himself, he has a lot to say. 
 If you aren’t a cozy mystery fan, I’m going to suggest that you might like a couple 
televised series along this line. M.C. Beaton writes a couple popular series, the Agatha Raisin 
series and the Hamish Macbeth ones. They are better than ok and worse than great in writing. 
But the television series (we watch on the very cheap Acorn service – five bucks a month but a 
good free trial) are highly funny and entertaining and even moving in the case of Macbeth. I 
really didn’t like the one Agatha Raisin book I read but I loved the series. They might still be 
making these – so new seasons ahead perhaps. I do think the Hamish Macbeth ones are decent 
in writing also. 
 What about Western series? Think you won’t like those? Then you need to start Craig 
Johnson’s Longmire series set in Wyoming. These are wonderful books and resulted in an 
equally wonderful television series that I’m sure is still streaming somewhere. Johnson has a 



real appreciation of Wyoming and a true understanding of the complexities of the intersections 
of Native Americans, reservation life, and the partnerships and clashes that (still) occur. There 
are sixteen Longmire books. He is an old fashioned lawman. 
 I’m challenging myself here, too. I’m not a fan of historical fiction for reasons I won’t go 
into because I respect everyone’s favorites. And I have read, when forced, several I’ve really 
liked. After a little research, I have decided to go for the Mary Russell and Sherlock Holmes 
series, starting with The Beekeeper’s Apprentice by Laurie King. After all, I shouldn’t ask you to 
do what I am not willing to try. I’m really hoping I like it because it has sixteen books. Imagine 
all the fun hours ahead if I can fall into this series. It’s also, of course, on audio.  
 Changing from your favorite genre to find an appreciation in a different genre can open 
up a new reading world, especially if you pick a long-standing series of many books.  
 Meantime, Library Director Pam Williams and the library board are hard at work 
planning for the library’s future serving you directly again. Don’t let the locked doors fool you. 
The library is here for you. 
 
 
  
 


