
 
 

The Rotarian:  suggested books and ideas about reading 
 

 Retired school superintendent and longtime Rotary member Michael Murphy loaned me 
his copy of The Rotarian published in December 2018. This issue features reading as its cover 
story, and, although it does contain a nice reading list, it also takes a look at what it is to read in 
all of its complexity. 
 Rather than simply thinking of reading as decoding words on a page, the “How to Read” 
article examines the theoretical nature of language as symbolic. It recognizes that every reading 
situation has a context. Understanding that context is essential to effective reading. The article 
goes in depth about how that works in such varied circumstances as reading big novels to 
poetry to Tarot cards to a poker table and more.  
 Mayor and past president of Noon Rotary, Mary Anne Ackerman, says, “Literacy is our 
pathway to a healthy society. Through reading, we have the opportunity to learn about cultures 
across the globe. In discovering similarities and differences, we can better understand each 
other.” Rotary International couples its reading initiative with education. Here are some 
excellent reading suggestions from The Rotarian. 
 It’s Better Than It Looks by Gregg Easterbrook makes the case that the world is getting 
better in almost every way despite all the doom and gloom we are inundated with. 
 Enlightenment Now by Steven Pinker says it is time to revisit 18th Century 
Enlightenment and “replace old superstitions with reason, rationality, and empirical 
investigation.” 
 The Wisdom of Wolves is by Jim and Jamie Dutcher who raised a pack of wolves. They 
make the case that wolves are inherently kind and social creatures who do not deserve the bad 
reputation of fairy tales. In fact, there’s lots the human pack can learn from the wolf pack. 
 How about a novel? Welcome to Lagos by Chibundu Onuzo, a Nigerian author, weaves 
the story of an army officer who refuses to kill civilians and deserts, finding himself in different 
peril. 
 Want something close to home? Try The Poisoned City by Anna Clark who tells the story 
of the many things that went wrong in Flint and its water system. 
 A Place for Us by Fatima Farheen Mirza is a novel about a family that immigrated to the 
U.S. from India and the challenges of raising children who make different choices than they 
imagined existed. 



 The other four books on the Rotarian list are The Line Becomes a River by Francisco 
Cantu about our southern border; Educated by Tara Westover that makes every list; Pandemic 
1918 by Catherine Arnold about a deadly flu epidemic; and The China Mission by Daniel Kurtz-
Phelan about General Marshall’s deal with China at the end of WWII.  
 All ten books are spot on when it comes to bringing together reading with 
entertainment and learning. This is in perfect keeping with Morning Rotary’s gift of a book to 
the Library in honor of its weekly speaker. Director Pamela Williams says, “The Rotary is very 
supportive of the Library. Some of the series that they have donated include the Who Was, 
What Was, Where Is series, The National Geographic EZ Animals series, The Jake Maddox 
chapter books, and Sports Illustrated Kids chapter books. Each book has a dedication on the 
inside cover to the Rotary speaker being honored.” 
 The library is lucky to have such partners in literacy in Frankenmuth. Stop in for more 
ideas about exciting reading that also educates.  
 See you at the Library! 
 
Upcoming Events for the Rest of February:    Feb. 21 at 3:15 Athletic Trainer Sara Keller will be 
the active speaker at Try This Thursdays; Book Signing at DaVinci’s Restaurant by Craig 
Georgeff, Sat. Feb. 23 from 10 – 12, of his new Tween book “Not All Angels Have Wings.” Also, 
on Feb. 23, Small Foot Family Movie at the library at 1:00. Veterinarian Dr. Heather Brenner 
(with friends Meadow and Fluffy) will talk about Taking Care of Your Best Friend Tues. Feb. 26, 
for all school age kids. Follow us on FB and Twitter to keep up with upcoming activities. 
 
 
 
  
  
  

 
 


