
 
 

The Library has both the books and the movies 
 

 Our librarians like to keep fresh displays to offer patrons different ideas for their reading 
choices. Right now, there’s a wonderful display across from the circulation desk of pairings – 
books and the movies based on those books. You can check out one or the other or both. 
 But why are we often disappointed in the movie if we’ve read the book? In fact, we 
consider it a wonderful movie if it didn’t ruin the book.  
 There are some solid reasons for this. There’s a major difference between knowing a 
story through words only and knowing a story primarily as a visual experience. The difference 
sets us up for disappointment.  
 The unmediated word (to the degree there is such a thing) means that each of us has a 
direct exchange with the words on the page (or on Audible) and creates our own vision, 
understanding of the story, and much more. We come away with a perception of a book that is 
singularly our own.  
 Now we turn that book over to a highly mediated environment – a director with her 
own vision, a bunch of actors who might not look or sound anything like we imagined, 
intervening elements like a musical score, special effects, and often audience reaction. Take all 
that and compress eight or ten hours of reading into two hours. This is why we are often 
disappointed. 
 Let’s look at a few examples that have different levels of success in migrating to film. All 
these are at the library. 
 To Kill a Mockingbird might be our best example of perfection. To see the movie with 
Gregory Peck as Atticus Finch is to read the book. Since it’s a short book, the story doesn’t end 
up on the cutting room floor. The casting is inspired. It isn’t a special effects kind of story. And 
the narrator, Scout, literally speaks from the book. It’s a winner. 
 The Lincoln Lawyer by Michael Connelly makes a successful transition for other reasons. 
Mickey Haller, who practices law out of the backseat of his car, made short appearances in 
multiple Bosch books. All the movie had to do was not ruin the story and give us a great Mickey 
Haller. Matthew McConaughey wasn’t who I visualized, but it didn’t matter. He projected 
Haller’s swagger and street smarts and became him. This is another success story from the 
book to the movie. 



 The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo gives us choices. Two movies followed the book. Four 
years after publication, the Swedes made the movie and two years beyond that came the 
Hollywood version. The U.S. version got decent reviews, but the Swedish version gave us such a 
perfect Lisbeth Salander that the smart choice was to go for the subtitles. If we want to inhabit 
the darkness of Nordic Noir on screen, let the Swedes take the lead. No matter what, the 
Americans cannot make it darker than that. 
 Gone Girl was a fail for me on film. Part of the problem for all of us is we know too 
much going into the theater. We know all about a cleverly done unreliable narrator and all the 
twists and turns that were so much fun in the book. Then there were choices the director made 
that were jarringly at odds with my vision of the story and characters. However, if you haven’t 
experienced either one, this is an instance where you might be happier seeing the movie and 
then reading the book. (Or just skipping the movie.) 
 I’m a fan of Donna Tartt’s The Goldfinch and haven’t yet seen the movie. It’s a long 
book, expansive in every way – number of years covered, locations, internal monologue, 
literary merit. It’s a tough one to film. But I will see it despite it getting only one Rotten Tomato. 
This movie got good reviews. How much viewers, including critics, liked it I think depended on 
what they felt was most important in the book.  
 So, let us take you to the movies. Stop by the library and decide which should come first. 
Don’t be too disappointed if you’re disappointed and, indeed, you could be happily surprised 
how well they pair up. 
 See you at the Library! 
 
Upcoming Events:  Wed. Feb. 19 at 6:30 p.m. an Alzheimer’s Association presentation, 
Understanding Alzheimer’s & Dementia; Thursday Feb. 27 from 6 – 7:00 p.m. Meet the Author 
Kelly Dipucchio, a family fun event with an author, story time, and craft. Follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  
 
  
   


