
 
 

What’s your strategy for Summer Reading? 
 

 All three age groups of Summer Reading Bingo Cards are available now from various 
sources – the library’s website and Facebook Summer Reading page, directly from the library, 
and also in your latest library newsletter that you should have received in the mail by now. The 
official dates are June 15 – August 15.  
 I so much love these cards every year. Yes, there are prizes to claim or qualify for a 
chance to win, but I find that the fun of letting the card lead me down various paths I might not 
have thought of is plenty of reward.  
 This year, the adult Summer Reading Challenge card doesn’t even require a Bingo style 
win. All we have to do is read five books that qualify in any of the squares on the card to meet 
the challenge. Ten books from ten spaces on the card? Two challenges! 
 Let’s look at some of the fun categories on the card 
 A Book Set in a Different Country is easy to find, right? Since I wasn’t even halfway 
through Graham Greene’s Our Man in Havana when Summer Reading officially began last 
Monday, I feel no guilt finishing it and counting this book for that category. An early cold war 
spy story set in Cuba and written in 1958, I’m fully engaged. (Brace yourself to be mid-50’s 
offended by certain language although the offending word has only been used once for shock 
effect.) 
 A Book That Makes You a Better Person isn’t a typical category, but it has a great deal 
of appeal. I’m also in the midst of e-reading another book many of you read already – When 
the World Came to Town by Jim DeFede about American airline passengers stranded in the 
Canadian town of Gander, Newfoundland, on 9/11 when American airspace closed down 
completely. Despite the tragic event that precipitated this situation, this is definitely a feel good 
book and speaks to our better angels and faith in humanity. Surely that might help make us 
better people. 
 Here we come to the strategy part of not just which books to read, but what categories 
to put them in. DeFede’s book could be under the “better person” category or the Set in a 
Different Country one or even Memoir or simply Nonfiction or it could be an E-book Download 
or Audio book. Clearly, this is a self-policing kind of activity. If you feel compelled to count one 
book in five categories, well, you might need to read more books that “make you a better 
person.” But no one will reach out with a ruler and smack your knuckles either. (However, no 



one wants to disappoint librarians. Ever.) It is also a fact that the category you choose will 
already put the book in a certain light for you and impact how you see it and what your mind 
will highlight. 
 The next book my personal book club is reading is The World According to Fannie Davis:  
My Mother’s Life in the Detroit Numbers by Bridgett M. Davis and recommended by the 
Detroit News. This falls into the category (for my card anyway) of a Memoir or Biography. Just 
the title is irresistible. I think I’m going to listen to this one but am only counting it as a Memoir.  
 Reread Your All Time Favorite Book could lead you to a different book on any given 
day. I have had an urge to re-read Julie Schumacher’s epistolary novel, Dear Committee 
Members, that introduces us to a guy I feel I’ve met before (and even sort of been before), Jay 
Fitger. The letters that Schumacher uses are all letters of reference, most of which wouldn’t 
exactly land the job. (This is also a hilarious book, by the way, but I wouldn’t put it in the 
“funny” category due to the double dipping thing.) 
 And why not treat myself? For my fifth category, there’s Your Favorite Genre. I gravitate 
to several genres, but my favorite is always a good spy novel, preferably by LeCarre. Although 
I’ve read all his Smiley books, there’s a small handful of “stand alones” that I’ve neglected. I’m 
picking Single & Single, one of his post-Cold war, post-Soviet Union corruption novels. He never 
fails to spin a complicated story with great characters.  
 So that’s my personal plan for Summer Reading. I’m excited. Get ahold of an Adult 
Summer Reading Challenge Card and put together a plan that you can get excited about. And 
remember – the library now offers curbside pickup so that we can once again get those books 
we’ve been longing for from the library. Give us a call and we’ll pull your order together and 
let you know it’s ready. 
 There are no excuses now not to join the Summer Reading challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


