
 
 

The Books for Lunch Bunch Zooms in May or 
the spring of our discontent and reading recommendations 

 
 Last week the Books for Lunch Bunch Zoomed our second meeting, and it went a little 
smoother than the first. We’ve all (mostly) gotten over the fact we really aren’t having lunch, 
and no one had any audio or video problems with the Zoom platform. A strong dozen of us 
were there and people have – to one degree or another – been reading again. 
 What are your friends and neighbors saying about their reading these days? Quite a lot. 
Here’s some of it. 
 People are trying new things. For example, Deb ventured forth with audio books, a 
format she hasn’t been interested in previously. Partly it was a disappointment although 
admittedly it might be the book choice rather than the format. Her first book was the famous 
Art of War by Sun Tsu. Although this 6th Century BC book has been hailed by critics as “the 
definitive book on military conflict and any other conflict,” apparently it loses something when 
one listens to it. Deb thought it might have lost something in the last couple of millennia 
because Tsu hammering home such advice as “take the high ground” didn’t come across as that 
profound. (Needless to say – but I just have to – the audio version was not read by the author.) 
 Deb had better luck with Spitwad Sutras:  Classroom Teaching as Sublime Vocations by 
Robert Inchausti. For anyone who has taught or aspires to teach or is immersed in the art of 
teaching alone, the consideration of high school teaching – in this case – as teacher and 
students engaging in intellectual curiosity and discovery surely gives us hope and inspiration. 
She gave this one a thumbs up. 
 Nancie had the issue that I’ve been struggling with throughout our confinement days, 
the sheer difficulty of reading something too dark or too challenging right now. So, she doesn’t 
recommend the non-fiction Sixty-six Days Afloat about being lost at sea for two months and 
encircled by sharks, nor does she recommend The Dutch House by Ann Patchett – popular 
though it is – because these books for simply “too heavy” right now. Nancie turned to James 
Patterson books, and there are always lots of those. (And what have we said about the comfort 
of formulas.) 
 Sue had great luck with A Woman of No Importance:  The Untold Story of the 
American Spy Who Helped Win WWII, a biography by Sonia Pumell about Virginia Hall. It is the 
true story of a successful spy who blended in wherever she was in her very ordinariness. But 



she had access and nerve. NPR listed this one as a Best Book of the Year and the NYT calls it, “as 
riveting as any thriller.” (I’ve added this one to my list.) 
  Sue 2 was happiest with light reading despite not normally going for romance. In this 
case, she enjoyed The Bookshop on the Corner by Jenny Colgan, a “fun soothing romance with 
an abrupt ending.” Still – that was a thumbs up. An additional feature of this book is that there 
are two more in the Scottish Bookshop Series.  
 Mary did quite a bit of reading including the popular Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely 
Fine and recommends the  Jake Lassiter series of legal thrillers by Paul Levine consisting of 14 
books. The first is Speak for the Dead. (If you’re a Kindle Unlimited person, this book is free in 
both Kindle and audio. But books are always free through library apps like Libby. This sounds 
good to me, and I’ve downloaded the first.) 
 Ruth started an excellent discussion because she isn’t a Kindle user or an audiobook 
user. She reads exclusively on paper, loves to get her books from the library (who doesn’t) and 
finds herself in a frustrating position. People made a variety of recommendations based on 
their own preferences, but obviously Ruth doesn’t want a serious investment in e-readers since 
she hopes to return soon to paper books. Is it possible Ruth would find a Kindle much nicer 
than she anticipates? Yes, but those who really love the actual book as part of the reading 
experience aren’t likely converts. And we all want what we want when we read. 
 And that brings us to a glimpse into the future although with no definitive timeline. You 
can anticipate that one of the library services that will return first is curbside pickup for those 
books so many of us yearn for. We do not have a timeline yet, but Director Pamela Willliams is 
deep into planning with other local libraries as well as the Michigan Library Association. We are 
looking toward the future. 
 Stay tuned! The Library is always here for you. 
 
 
 


