
 
 

Outdoor features at the library:  one long-treasured, the other brand new 
 

 The library building takes up most usable space on library grounds, but certainly not all 
of it. Two outdoor features are of particular note – one that has existed for a number of years 
and a new feature that will be dedicated August 2. 
 As we approach the library doors from the parking lot this time of year, what catches 
our eye is the beautiful garden to the east of the main doors. This is the Friends of the 
Frankenmuth Wickson District Library Tribute Garden. 
 Here’s a timeline about the development of the garden. Library Director Pamela 
Williams tells us that, “In 2004, then-director Dave Curtis wanted to carve out a garden to 
honor our Library Friends.” In the fall of that year, the garden was dedicated with a plaque that 
reads, “This garden is dedicated to the past and present members of the Library Friends for 
their significant contributions.”  
 From 2004 – 2009, the Friends of the Library maintained the garden. During that time, a 
bench in memory of Bruce Blegen, an active member of Friends of the Library, was added. 
 In 2009, Fr. Robert Byrne, Priest at Blessed Trinity Catholic Church and Master Gardener, 
offered to assume caretaker responsibilities of the garden. Fr. Bob could often be seen 
meticulously working on the garden during those years, and he was always willing to pause for 
a chat with passers-by. His plant expertise and aesthetic sensibility turned the garden into a 
show piece. 
 In 2016, the Mossner family, a generous supporter of the library, proposed installing a 
brick pathway. Working with Fr. Bob, they installed the walkway as well as adding identifying 
tags to the more unusual plants.  
 During this past year, Fr. Bob retired and moved to another community, passing the 
garden caretaker torch to another Master Gardener, Lori Lee.  
 This year during the first weekend in August, the annual Flower Festival takes place and 
has added the library’s garden as a “side garden feature” in its guide book. At this time of year, 
of course, the garden is at its most beautiful – well worth a closer look than just a glance going 
by.  
 The second outdoor feature that is being added any day now honors Helen M. Olivier 
who passed away nearly one year ago. Her family asked that those who wished to remember 
her consider a gift to the library. The family has been working with Pam Williams on the most 



appropriate remembrance, settling on an outdoor musical instrument that anyone – young or 
old – can walk right up to and play. This gift from Helen’s family and friends honors her love of 
the library, love of teaching, and love of music all in one.  
 The instrument to be installed is a brightly colored xylophone type instrument called a 
cavatina. The notes of the cavatina, made of rainbow anodized aluminum by the company 
Percussion Play, are set directly on resonators that create a rich sound through the vibration of 
each note.  
 Even small children will be able to play songs on the cavatina by using a color-coded 
music book that will be part of the installation.  
 As Library Board President Susan Piesko says, “The library is grateful for such a living and 
long-lasting gift from Mrs. Olivier’s family and friends.” We are all welcome to try our hand at 
creating music with the new cavatina. Strategically placed just to the west of the picnic table, 
you can’t miss it approaching the library entrance. With its location right outside the Children’s 
Wing, I’ll bet many young musicians will enjoy this new feature.  
 The public is invited to come to the dedication Friday, August 2, at 11:00 a.m. Light 
refreshments will be served (weather permitting) and all are welcome to greet the Olivier 
family and remember Helen.  
 We will then have yet another reason to see you at the Library! 
 
Upcoming Events:  Please keep track of events throughout the rest of the summer on our 
website Calendar as well as FB, Instagram, and Twitter. 
 
 
 
 
 


