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       Keeping Relevant:  Libraries as the Third Space

        Libraries of today look similar to those of forty years ago in that there are still books on the shelves. 
But the similarities usually end there. Added to modern day library collections are computers, iPads, 
and Chromebooks which can access digital media from library websites in the form of  e-books. The 
library’s Facebook page advertises game groups, a Constitutional Seminar, and the latest book party 
for tweens. Looking around the library, you may see someone doing a puzzle while sipping coffee, 
another working on her resume, and others playing a board game or coloring.    
       Libraries are being re-defined as a Third Space, meaning that space that’s not home and not work, 
but provides room to study, meet, learn, play, and socialize. Learning takes place with tutors, study 
groups, and formal homework help time. Quiet areas are found in our Mossner study where silence is 
the rule. Groups meet in the community room and smaller gatherings in our comfortable seating areas 
throughout the day. Families take advantage of our Children’s Wing Learning Center where both child 
and parents can meet up with new friends in a safe and friendly environment. An after school crowd 
uses computers, unwinds in the Teen Room, or drops in on our after school programming.
        All of this serves our primary role, which, according to the American Library Association, is “to pro-
vide free, equal, and equitable access to all information for all the people it serves.” While the biggest 
growing inequality in today’s culture is the digital divide, a major means of overcoming it just happens
              to be the public library, publicy funded, as a third space. Our community partnerships and in-
              dividual library supporters are important in making this happen. Best of all, it is a place where
              all are welcome and you don’t have to buy anything to get in.



Inclusion is the Word
          
        by Cheri Stainforth
                  Early Learning Specialist

 As the seasons change, you’ll also notice 
some changes at the library. Our vision is to make 
improvements and enhancements to the Children’s Wing and 
Children’s Programming. 
          Young patrons who walk through our doors have a wide 
range of learning abilities, strengths, and styles, Some changes 
coming to the Youth Services area of the library will implement 
more sensory and interactive opportunities. You may already 
have noticed the new sensory table that we have used during 
Story Time. Sensory play supports language development, cog-
nitive growth, fine and gross motor skills, problem solving, and 
social interaction. The kids have been having a great time ex-
ploring and learning.
         We now offer an audio-visual combination of pairing a 
book with a CD which often helps those lower level readers or 
those with challenges like dyslexia. Using two senses at once 
decreases distractions and thus improves focus. Children who 
struggle to read have a great sense of satisfaction when they 
finish a book for the first time, and they do it without tears!
             The second part of our goal is to carve out some time 
for programs designed especially for our special needs patrons. 
We want all of our patrons to feel comfortable and included re-
gardless of their abilities. We will keep you posted!



The Seventeenth Suspect 
   by James Patterson

Educated:  a Memoir
   by Tara Westover

Send Down the Rain 
   by Charles Martin

The Forgotten Road 
   by Richard Paul Evans

After Anna 
   by Lisa Scottoline

Turbulence 
   by Stuart Woods

Liar, Liar 
   by Lisa Jackson

The Pharaoh Key
   by Douglas Preston

The Woman in the Woods
   by John Connolly

The President Is Missing
   by Bill Clinton and
   James Patterson

By Invitation Only 
   by Dorothea Benton Frank

The Perfect Mother
   by Aimee Molloy

Texas Ranger
   by James Patterson

 
Your best loved baker’s 

dozen in Fiction
for the last six months

Adult Programs Are Going Strong

Jim Perkins:  Songs and Stories in the Irish Tradition
March 13 at 6:30 PM

Join us for Irish Ballads both 
sweet and lively. Sing along 
with classics, enjoy Jim Per-
kins’ story telling and bits of 
history intertwined in a magi-
cally enchanting performance. 
This fun performance with sev-
eral instruments is reserved for 
a special adult evening March 
13 at 6:30. It is a great way to 
look toward spring.

Thursdays are Mah Jongg days 
for adults at the library. Any-
one who knows how to play 
and wants a game or anyone 
who wants to learn the game 
can join in from 12:30 - 3:00. 
Game sets are supplied. If you 
like the game, you’ll need to 
buy a $9 card but try it first.



Dear Alice -  I am wondering why 
your librarians aren’t trained to 
keep the joint quiet. I try to read 
my magazine and there’s kids ev-
erywhere, on computers, talking, 
people tromping in for a speaker, 
and some oddball ladies upstairs 
playing a game. When can I expect 
some silence?   -- Jive Talker
    Dear Mr. Jive - Never, I hope, 
because it means that the library  
is thriving. We have a Quiet Room 
that’s lovely and some hours quiet-
er than others. Let the Wild Rum-
pus continue!  Enjoy.    -- Alice

           
               Meet Michelle Duclos

            Ways to Help

• Donate gently used books, 
puzzles, and games.

• Drop off used ink cartridges.
• Remember to shop our 

used book sale in the base-
ment. Tell others about it.

• Make a donation to the 
library in remembrance of a 
loved one.

• Join the Friends of the 
Library.

• Make your tax deductible 
donation any time.
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Frankenmuth, MI  48734

Connect, Dream, Discover!
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Advice Column:
     Go Ask Alice 

Michelle is one of our newest librarians on 
staff. She grew up right here in the Fran-
kenmuth area. After earning a Master’s 
degree in Public Health, Michelle moved 

to North Carolina for sixteen years where she was a uni-
versity Director of Clinical Research. Michelle’s back-
ground in research and love of libraries make her a per-
fect fit.
   Michelle, her husband Michael, and their five children 
moved back three years ago to raise the kids near family 
in a smaller community. The library was the first place 
she visited on her return. Her younger boys came to Sto-
ry Time, and she was impressed how welcoming it was. 
She likes being a friendly face here and helping people.      
   Library Director Pamela Williams says, “We are lucky to 
have Michelle helping our patrons. Stop in and say hi!” 


