
 
 

What’s new in February 
 

 We have some non-fiction worth taking a look at this month plus some new fiction in a 
variety of genres.  
 The series Haunted America has a Michigan publication, Haunted Flint by Roxanne 
Rhoads and Joe Schipani. This book is particularly fun because, of course, we can all drive to 
Flint and take our own tour based on the book. I can’t resist pointing out that the first-floor 
front window of the Victorian building pictured on the cover is my husband’s office window and 
has been for around forty years. The Cornwall Building on South Grand Traverse has long been 
the subject of articles and television stories about ghosts in Flint and is purportedly haunted by 
the spinster Jenny Cornwall who grew up, lived, and died there.  
 The book is as much an interesting Flint history as ghost story and is replete with old 
Flint photos. If you like haunted house stories, this is a nice local touch. 
 Next up is John U. Bacon’s Overtime:  Jim Harbaugh and the Michigan Wolverines at 
the Crossroads of College Football. Bacon was given “unprecedented access” to everyone 
associated with U-M’s football team for the entire 2018 season. Douglas Brinkley calls this 
book, “One of the best insider-football books ever written,” and the New York Times calls 
Bacon, “The poet laureate of Michigan football.” If you are a fan of fine sports writing and/or 
University of Michigan football, this is the book for you. 
 For readers of Alexander McCall Smith’s Number 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series, add 
book 20 to your list, To the Land of Long Lost Friends. Mme Ramotswe decides to help an old 
friend she has reconnected with only to find what we always find – so delightfully – in this 
whole series, that human relationships, families, and love are complicated matters best dealt 
with delicately to avoid doing more harm than good. McCall Smith’s drama is of the low boil, 
good humored, and ultimately gentle variety which in his hands is a good thing. The next book 
in this series will be published in October. 
 Nicci French’s Frieda Klein series is just outstanding, so it’s irresistible that she has now 
published a stand-alone thriller, The Lying Room. I’ve been watching for something new from 
her. Well, to be perfectly accurate, Nicci French is two people, a British husband wife team of 
writers. The plot sounds standard – a woman has an affair with her boss who is then murdered, 
and she has cleansed the crime scene. But in the hands of the Nicci French duo this will be an 
excellent thriller. It’s on my list. 



 M.C. Beaton has a 30th book in her Agatha Raisin series, Beating about the Bush. The 
popular busy-body detective comes across a severed leg in a bush by the side of the road and 
also winds up in a complicated industrial espionage case. For those who appreciate cozy 
mysteries of the Scottish and British sort, Agatha Raisin is a quirky light series. 
 Let’s round out the list with some historical fiction, The Last Train to London, by Meg 
Waite Clayton, that has as its protagonist Truss Wijmuller, a Dutch resistance fighter who 
rescues Jewish children by getting them onto kindertransports (trains) and out of Germany to 
refuge countries in the 1930’s leading up to World War II. It is well researched and written. 
 Let me build on Clayton’s fictional account by looking a short distance ahead to the non-
fiction version of the kindertransport experience. This spring we plan to have a visiting author, 
George Levy Mueller, who was himself one of the children who left Germany on a 
kindertransport. Unfortunately, his train didn’t go far enough when it stopped in Holland. He 
relates the story of his and his younger sister’s survival of three concentration camps and 
harrowing exit from Bergen-Belsen. This will be the second edition of his book Lucie’s Hope, 
updated and with additional photos, soon to be published. (I’m pleased to be George’s co-
author.) I guarantee that you will be riveted hearing him speak or reading his book.  
 Of course, the library has so many new books and resources for you. Please stop in and 
browse or let one of our librarians help you find just the right book. 
 See you at the Library! 
 
Upcoming Events:  Thursday, Feb. 13, Try This Thursdays Valentine Chocolate Dipping, after 
school; Wed. Feb. 19 at 6:30 p.m. an Alzheimer’s Association presentation, Understanding 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia; Thursday Feb. 27 from 6 – 7:00 p.m. Meet the Author Kelly 
Dipucchio, a family fun event with an author, story time, and craft. Follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
  
   


