
 
 

Time to say goodbye to the drop box 
 

 If you are a user of the library’s outside drop box to return books and materials, the 
Board of Directors of the library has good news and sort of bad news for you. Let’s look at the 
current situation and what the change will be. 
 For those who haven’t noticed, for many years a drop box has been located in the 
library parking lot very near the main entrance with a slot allowing people to return books from 
their vehicles. No hours have ever been associated with the use of the drop box. Anyone can 
cruise by day or night and use the drop box to return a borrowed book.  
 And who among us hasn’t taken advantage of that? I know that I have. When you’re 
diligently reading a book to return it on time and notice that the book is due tomorrow, it is 
easy to drive on over and toss it from the car into the drop box and keep driving. The library has 
a history of wanting everything possible to be convenient for our patrons.  
 However, let’s take another look at that whole process. The library is a busy place. 
People – often times very short young people – come and go a lot. Cars on their way to the 
drop box approach from either direction. Those coming out the door, often holding a pile of 
books and managing young children, are directly in the drive path of those returning books via 
the drop box no matter which direction the driver takes. Even a fairly cursory observation of 
this situation can convince people that this isn’t all that safe. 
 But, you say, no one’s been killed yet, have they? We like to be a little more pro-active 
than that. The odds have gone up that something bad might happen simply because the traffic 
of cars and small children and old people and pretty much everyone has increased considerably 
at the library from ten years ago. 
 The Board of Directors, as well as library director Pamela Williams, have looked at a 
variety of alternatives. What about moving it far from the door at another part of the parking 
lot? Multiple issues make that impractical including the trek that librarians have to take several 
times a day to collect books from the drop box, rain, snow, or shine. 
 The final verdict is the bad news and good news. The bad news is the drop box is going 
to disappear in a couple weeks or so. The good news is that patrons can still drop off books 
after library hours. There will be a slot installed in the library building near the library’s main 
door that will be available only after library hours. Just leave the car idling in front of the door 
and hustle the few steps to the new slot to return your book. During library hours, please come 



inside the library to the circulation desk to return books. The drop slot will not be available. 
(And then you can get more books.) 
 If you have an issue that makes it too difficult to return books this way, just let us know 
you’re there. A librarian will come out to your car and collect the books you are returning. We 
will always make such accommodations of course. 
 And there’s even more good news. When this new system is up and running, any books 
you have checked out will be automatically renewed for the first renewal only when they are 
due assuming there is no wait list for the book. You can find this out on-line or by calling the 
library.  
 The last bit of good news associated with this impending change is that everyone will be 
safer in the parking lot. Director Pamela Willliams says, “The Board and I appreciate everyone’s 
understanding regarding the new after hours return procedure. And we hope that the 
automatic first renewal of your library books when due – as long as there’s not a wait list – will 
be an advantage for our patrons.”  
 See you at the Library! 
 
Upcoming Events:  Fri. Feb. 7 at 6:30 p.m. Adult Movie Night showing Judy; Sat. Feb. 8 at 5:30 
p.m. Zombie Nerf Wars for Teens. Fridays will continue to be Drop in Crafts time from 10 – 12. 
Follow us on FB and keep track of events on our website Calendar. 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 


