
 
 

What’s new in May 
 

 I’m sure everyone who reads this column realizes that each month’s What’s New 
column really reflects new acquisitions from the month before. So, what did we get in April 
that’s new for us in May? 
 Let’s highlight two non-fiction books first. Susan Page’s The Matriarch:  Barbara Bush 
and the Making of an American Dynasty rates an assessment of “beautifully written and 
shockingly revelatory” from the New York Times. Weighing in at 432 pages, there’s plenty of 
room for a thorough look at a much beloved First Lady. This book covers everything from the 
loss of a young child early in her marriage (their only daughter) to her own bouts of depression 
to the experience of living in the White House as First Lady to seeing a son living there as 
President. This looks like a fascinating book featuring a cover of Mrs. Bush wearing her 
signature fake pearls. 
 The second non-fiction book is at the opposite end of the scale of the in depth look at 
Barbara Bush. But Gretchen Rubin’s Outer Order, Inner Calm is riding the wave of those 
interested in decluttering and organizing their world. Less philosophical than Marie Kondo’s 
book, this book is more of a quick primer of possibilities that people can try and reject and try 
some more to see what works for them. It is a short, easily read book loaded with dozens of 
suggestions and ideas heavy on practicality. 
 Delia O wens’ Where the Crawdad’s Sing is fiction set in the salt marshes of North 
Carolina. The book is loaded with descriptions of marsh life by the naturalist author noted for 
her non-fiction books. This book is her first published fiction. There’s a murder and some 
romance that swirls around our protagonist who essentially grows up on her own, abandoned 
by her parents. My own book club is in the throes of reading it now for our next meeting, and 
I’ve finished it. By the middle of May, this book will be available to another book club that 
would like to try it. The library has it in Book Club Kit form as well as on the shelf for everyone. 
 Steven Rowley’s The Editor is a period piece from not terribly long ago. The protagonist 
sells his manuscript to one of the most famous publishers, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, and 
then regrets it. He isn’t at all sure he wants to finish his autobiographical novel which will 
certainly alienate family members. The story revolves around Jackie’s advice to help him 
complete his project.  



 Elly Griffith’s The Stranger Diaries is likely to appeal, the publisher tells us, to those who 
loved Magpie Murders (which I did. Don’t forget that one.) It is “a modern Gothic mystery.” 
Clare, a high school English teacher, tries to solve the mystery of a murdered friend, writing in 
her diaries to help her sort things out. But she then finds that she’s not the only one writing in 
her diary – another voice emerges adding a creepy element to what is already a murder. 
 Let’s end on an addition to a long series, Richard Castle’s Nikki Heat series, entitled 
Crashing Heat. Nikki Heat, a detective, finds herself in the position of having to deal with her 
own husband being accused of both murder and adultery.  
 If none of these appeals to you, the library has literally dozens more new books for you 
to explore. We also have a newly organized New Books folder on the shelf across from the 
circulation desk that allows everyone to see the whole list of what’s new at a glance. Give it a 
look when you stop in. 
 See you at the Library! 
 
Upcoming Events:  Follow us on our website Calendar, FB, and Twitter to keep up on all the 
latest events. 
 
 
  


