
 
 

Happy New Year! What’s new? 
 

 Welcome back from the holidays to regular time. January is traditionally a cold month in 
Michigan (just wait for it), a dark one despite being on the right side of the winter solstice, and 
a bit of a letdown after all the decorating, celebrating, and gift exchanges. In other words, it’s a 
heavy duty month that might as well have some heavy duty reading attached.  
 Let’s start with one of my favorite writers, John Le Carre, whose newest book is Agent 
Running in the Field. Those who read spy novels know that spies recruit and run agents who 
are in a position to feed information (counter-information) to their spy masters. Although the 
language might have been coined in the popular culture by Le Carre, a former cold war English 
spy himself, he is noted for being accurate. This book is short (just under 300 pages) and a treat. 
The race to the end with every twist and turn is pure Le Carre. We are lucky to have him still 
writing. I love his slow burn building up to “I can’t believe that just happened,” followed by 
being unable to put the book down. It’s all here. 
 Tom Clancy is still writing, too, back with his 28th Jack Ryan book, Code of Honor. 
(Amazon Prime, by the way, now has two full young Jack Ryan seasons available for viewing. 
They are excellent.) I missed a bunch of books along the way and thus didn’t realize it’s now 
President Ryan. A close friend of his has been accused by the Indonesian government of 
committing blasphemy against Islam, and President Ryan has a team he hopes can save his 
friend. 
 Red to the Bone is a novel by Jacqueline Woodson, an author being compared in some 
circles to Toni Morrison. The New York Times named this book as a Notable Book, and NPR 
assures us it is “great literature.” Considering Woodson pulls this off in under 200 pages, it’s on 
my list. An issue at the heart of Red to the Bone is how often young people must make 
decisions that have an enormous impact on their lives before they have a chance to find out 
who they want to be. (This didn’t seem like a big deal when I was 20 but now that I have a 
grandson about to turn 18, it seems like a much bigger theme.) 
 Keeping to a handful of the most respected authors for this month, also consider Annie 
Dillard’s The Living. Here’s the problem, though, with including this book. Although it is newly 
on our shelves, it was published in 2013, so it’s not hot off anybody’s presses. (There are lots of 
reasons older books can make an appearance on our shelves a good while after they are 
published.) Since Dillard popped up, though, let’s include her.  



 Poet and essayist, Dillard made her Pulitzer Prize bones for non-fiction. The Living is her 
first novel. Compared to the lean works previously mentioned by Le Carre and Woodson, Dillard 
goes big. The New York Times assures us we, “should never lose faith in Dillard’s gift for writing 
in genuinely epic mode.”  
 January seems like an excellent month to go for an epic. She gives us well over a 
hundred years in the Pacific Northwest, near Puget Sound, beginning around 1847. Her focus is 
largely on the Native American tribes in that area and the cultural issues between them and the 
various groups that settled this region. In one example of Dillard’s use of story as detail, she 
writes about a Bostonian who objected to how Indian women were treated only to discover 
that the Indians universally pitied the Bostonian women’s lives and treatment by their men. 
Dillard’s well researched book is worth a look. 
 If none of these lights your fire, stop in. Our librarians take pride in their ability to help 
you find the right book. 
 See you at the Library! 
 
Upcoming Events:  We will be back our normal schedule with Story Time and after school 
programming next week. Please check our Calendar on the library’s website. Follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 
 
 
 
 
   
  

 
  


