
 
 

2020 Michigan Notable Books and author videos 
 

 Each year the Library of Michigan chooses a number of books connected to Michigan in 
several possible ways as Michigan Notable Books. Part of the fun is that libraries can apply to 
have one of the authors visit. We have had several Michigan Notable Book authors come and 
speak to patrons and sign books.  
 This was also a year we were granted an author visit. However, the Covid situation 
ended that. But that doesn’t mean we can’t see author presentations and interviews, thanks to 
the magic of YouTube and the cooperation between the Library of Michigan and some of the 
authors. We don’t purchase every single notable book but choose according to our own patron 
reading habits.  
 The following books are 2020 Michigan Notable Books that we both have available for 
you and that also have a YouTube video of the author. All you have to do is Google YouTube 
2020 Michigan Notable Books and all the choices available come up.  
 The Girls: An All-American Town, a Predatory Doctor, and the Untold Story of the 
Gymnasts Who Brought Him Down by journalist Abigail Pesta is a non-fiction selection about – 
you guessed it – Larry Nassar finally being brought to justice. Pesta brings the reader into the 
mind and experiences of the girls who trusted Nasser. The video is well done and the author 
engaging about her research and what she thinks it means to the larger society. Watch the 
author; read the book. 
 Another non-fiction notable book is A Good American Family by David Maraniss. 
Maraniss’s father, a World War II veteran who “commanded an all-Black company in the 
Pacific,” was a victim of the McCarthy era, accused of being a Communist, and blacklisted 
professionally for five years. This is the story of how he and his family came out the other side 
of this intact and hopeful. 
 All Manner of Things (fiction) by Susie Finkbeiner, moves us up a number of years from 
McCarthyism to the Vietnam War. Annie’s brother Mike writes her a letter giving her the 
address of their estranged father and telling her if anything happens to him, she must contact 
their father and let him know. Secrets abound. 
 An historical fiction selection, We Hope for Better Things by Erin Bartels, gives us a 
protagonist who must deliver a box of old photos to a great-aunt she never knew she had.  The 



journalist, upon further inspection of the old house full of secrets, begins to understand how 
historical events shaped her own family’s history.  
 Detroit’s Birwood Wall by Gerald Van Dusen is the true account of how in 1941 a real 
estate developer in Detroit gained financing by building a six-foot-tall, one-foot thick concrete 
barrier for three city blocks down Eight Mile, creating a literal separation based on race. I never 
heard of this, but perhaps you have. This non-fiction look at Detroit’s history sounds 
fascinating. 
 The last notable book that is both in our library and has an author interview on YouTube 
is the memoir, The Deer Camp by Dean Kuipers, writing about his father Bruce’s alienation with 
Dean, his two brothers and their mother – and how buying a deer camp of 100 acres eventually 
led to healing of family rifts. 
 One non-Michigan book that I think many of you will want to read is Alex Trebek’s The 
Answer Is that came out a few days ago. The library has this book in every format. If you are a 
Jeopardy fan, you want to read it. If you have no idea who Trebek is and don’t watch Jeopardy, 
you could still enjoy it. Dying of colon cancer, Trebek finally agreed to write a memoir. On the 
audio version, the narration goes back and forth between Trebek and famous contestant Ken 
Jennings reading.  
 There’s no big reveal, no terrible scandal, no unresolved family issues in this book. 
Nonetheless, I recommend it because he writes in quick vignettes, lets the reader make the 
connections, and we discover that he is exactly the decent, good humored human being we 
have seen weeknights at 7:00, that he believes a fulfilling life includes helping others and that 
kindness is essential and costs nothing, and besides – we get an inside look at the show.  
 Stay well, everyone. Your library is always here for you! 
 
  
  


